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Whether an Indian-run casino
will someday occupy the former
Union Carbide property in
Danbury — or other sought-after
sites in Waterbury and
Bridgeport — is still anyone’s
bet.

True, the Bureau of Indian
Affairs just awarded the
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation fed-

eral recognition — paving the
way for another casino in
Connecticut — but officials on
every level have been quick to
promise appeals and heavy
resistance.

“The decision of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs regarding the
Schaghticoke Tribal Nation’s
recognition petition is alarming
to the greater Danbury communi-
ty and all of western
Connecticut,” said Danbury

Mayor Mark Boughton. “Our
residents are not opposed to the
Schaghticokes; however, we are
opposed to gambling interests
driving the tribal recognition

process. We will appeal this
decision after a thorough review
of the options with our legal
team.”

Fourth District Congressman

Christopher Shays agreed. “It is
extremely disappointing the
Bureau of Indian Affairs recog-
nized the Schaghticokes as a fed-
eral tribe,” he said after

Thursday’s announcement.
“Because the state tribe only
recently re-established family
connections which ceased gener-
ations ago, it seemed clear they
did not meet the BIA criteria of
continuity from pre-colonial

The Stars and Stripes are fly-
ing a little bit higher and
straighter now, thanks to a new
flag that
replaced the
torn one that
had previously
topped the pole
near the inter-
section of
Danbury Road
and Route 107
in Georgetown.

Early in
December The
Bulletin had received a com-
plaint about the damaged flag
from Thunder Lake Road resi-
dent Bob Berg, and brought it to
the attention of a representative
from T-Mobile Wireless, the
company that owns the pole that
is a disguised cell tower.

Mr. Berg had said the flag had

once before been damaged by
winds, and it had taken an
extremely long time for it to be

fixed. Jackie
Flaga, the T-
Mobile represen-
tative, had told
The Bulletin she
would make the
flag a top priority.
Approximately
one month after
being notified, the
damaged flag was
removed, and a

new one put up.
According to the town’s plan-

ning and zoning department, the
flag was one of the conditions
for the approval of the tower, but
none of the paperwork stated it
had to be maintained.

—JEFF YATES
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by DEVIN COMISKEY

Someone or some persons scrawled racist
and homophobic slurs across lockers and on
personal belongings of several girls and stu-
dents of color on Friday at Wilton High
School. More racist graffiti on lockers was
found Tuesday. These incidents took place
only two weeks after someone left a bomb
threat on a bathroom wall, prompting new
security measures at the school.

Department of Justice officials said a fed-
eral investigation may occur.

In a statement released Monday, high
school Principal Deborah Low said, “Early
morning Friday, Jan. 30, several students
reported that their lockers had a slur written
on them (‘nigger’ by writing one letter on
each of six lockers and ‘dyke’ on another
further down the hall) and/or they had their
belongings dumped on the floor, vandalized,
and money stolen.”

Ms. Low said she and other school admin-
istrators were working with police and tend-
ing to the needs of the affected students. 

“I sent out an e-mail to the students, staff
and parents early last Friday morning after
several students reported slurs on their lock-
ers. On six lockers. A couple of other stu-
dents’ lockers were rifled through and some
cash stolen. Obviously, this is very upsetting
and reprehensible,” she said.

Students at the high school expressed dis-
gust at the incident, but maintained determi-
nation to continue fighting all forms of big-
otry. Targeted students included members of
the ‘A Better Chance’ (ABC) program and

the current president of the school’s Gay-
Straight Alliance, who is also a student
columnist for The Bulletin. 

Several concerned parents and community
members met with school officials to discuss

by JEFF YATES

For most of its history, agriculture
dominated the landscape surrounding
Nod Hill Road, which dates back well
over 250 years. Large tracts of open land
and sweeping vistas of surrounding hill-
sides and valleys were readily available.
Over time, development, and forest
growth have broken the once large lots
into smaller pieces, and diminished
many of the views.

One parcel, highly visible to motorists

making their way down Nod Hill Road,
is a 31-acre lot owned by the Charles
Agnew estate. Once a small portion of
much larger land holdings, the property
has a long and colorful past. A majority
of the property sits as open meadows,
flanked by wooded hillsides and bisected
by Comstock Brook, a tributary to the
Norwalk River. Heading up Nod Hill
Road past the intersection with Olmstead
Hill Road, the meadows run to the left of
the roadside just past the first bend in the
road.

On Saturday, Feb. 21, at 10 a.m., the
Agnew family, and the town of Wilton,
will be presenting to residents a proposed
purchase of conservation easements of
six lots on 22 acres. The cost to the town
would be $200,000 per lot, for a total of
$1.2 million, with approximately
$20,000 in additional administrative
bonding expenses. Both the Agnew and
Keiser properties will be discussed at the
meeting, followed by a town vote. Both
will be held at Middlebrook School, and

AGNEW FAMILY PROPERTY

Land on Nod Hill with a storied past

This view of the Agnew family land is afforded to all motorists traveling on Nod Hill Road. The town will vote later
this month on purchasing conservation easements protecting six lots and 22 acres from future development. 

—Bryan Haeffle photo

Bias crimes 
rattle WHS
Police investigate slurs scrawled on lockers 

New flag finally
T-mobile replaces tattered Stars and Stripes

by DEVIN COMISKEY

The face of the Wilton public
schools’ administration is going to see
more changes come July 1. 

Wilton High School Principal
Deborah Low was promoted to the
position of director of curriculum,
instruction, staff development and tech-
nology during last Wednesday’s Board
of Education meeting. Assistant
Principal Timothy Canty has been pro-
moted to succeed Ms. Low as acting
principal. The board voted unanimous-

DEBORAH LOW

PROMOTED
Canty to take over as

acting principal at WHS

Schaghticoke Tribe approval revives area’s casino worries
Shays, others respond to latest gambling developments
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Well sculpted
Tate Norden’s large sculpture adorns the Wilton High School Auditorium lobby ceiling. It
was put in place on Friday afternoon. More photos and story on page 6C. 

—Devin Comiskey photo

See Bias on page 23A

See Low on page 25A

See Agnew on page 23A

See Schaghticoke on page 24A 

Jeff Yates

Denial is a great coping skill until some idiot comes along and makes us see the truth.
Diane Stingley

Devin Comiskey



voting machines will be open
until 6 p.m. (See related story
elsewhere.)

“My mother, in particular, was
concerned that the land not be
developed,” said Tim Agnew on
the phone Tuesday.

According to Mr. Agnew, his
father purchased the land in 1957
from Dr. Henry Cave. Included
in the purchase was the house he
grew up in, a circa 1940 home
designed by noted Wilton archi-
tect Nelson Breed. While the

property was considerably small-
er than it previously had been by
the time Mr. Agnew lived there,
he said it was a great place for
exploring and adventure. He
remembers especially the tobog-
gan races he and his four broth-
ers held on the hillside running
down towards the pond.

“We feel very privileged to
have grown up on that land, and
we didn’t want to see that
ruined,” he said.

The history of the property Mr.
Agnew remembers is recorded as
far back as the late 18th Century,
when it was apparently owned by

George Middlebrook. At one
time the property encompassed
both the west and east sides of
Nod Hill Road, including the
land now under Pope’s Pond, and
spanned more than 100 acres. 

Documents provided by the
Wilton Historical Society outline
the early years of the property. In
1835 Andrew Betts purchased
the large tract of land, and built a
Greek revival home on the east
side of the road, owned by the
Hastings family. He sold the land
to Henry Barrett in 1859, and it
remained in the Barrett family
until 1927, when it was bought

by Colonel Frederick Pope, who
turned the farm into an apple
orchard.

Dr. Norman Boas, a former
Nod Hill resident of more than
50 years, provides a written
anecdotal and chronological his-
tory of the land in his 1996 book,
Nod Hill Wilton, Connecticut,
Reminiscences.

“During the 1930’s Colonel
Pope built an earthen dam at a
low point just north of Olmstead
Hill Road and behind his home.
The large lake which formed has
since been referred to as Pope’s
Pond or Street’s Pond,” he wrote.

Dr. Boas went on to write of
the eventual breaking up of the
Pope land into smaller tracts,
which occurred in 1940, when
Dr. Cave acquired the property
on the west side of Nod Hill.
Apparently Dr. Cave prevented a
Norwalk surgeon from perform-
ing what he deemed to be an
unnecessary operation on
Colonel Pope. In exchange for
the doctor saving his life, as leg-
end holds it, Colonel Pope sold
him the land.

Working to firm up the con-
tracts and arrangements with
both families, members of the

Wilton Land Conservation Trust
and town employees have been
busy for the past few months.
Leading the charge have been
Tony Grassi, president of the
Wilton Land Trust, and Patricia
Sesto, the town’s director of
environmental affairs, who have
been tightening the details of the
purchase, and how the land
would be used if approved, as
well as running public informa-
tion sessions throughout town.

“Dealing with Tony and Pat on
this has been great,” said Mr.
Agnew, who acknowledged their
zeal for land conservation.
“They’ve been tough negotiators,
but fair,” he added.

Mr. Agnew lives in Maine
nearby to his brothers, Charles
Jr. and Alex. His brother
Jonathan resides in Darien, and
Mark lives in Westport.
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fighting ongoing discrimination
within the schools. Some of them
claim there is a culture of racism
and homophobia that is ignored
by administrators.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
David Clune responded to these
charges in a letter sent to The
Bulletin and parents Wednesday
morning. (See page 4A.)

Meanwhile, police are saying
progress has been made during
the investigation. No suspects
have been identified.

“Officer Scott Sear responded
immediately, took pictures and
interviewed students. We have
had counselors available to talk
to students. It’s demoralizing and
upsetting. They met in small
groups to talk about their feel-
ings and reactions. Some of the
students affected asked us not to
go on the PA to publicize what
had happened, so we honored
their request,” said Ms. Low.

“The students were very
mature, and responded with gra-
ciousness. We’re continuing to
investigate. Some information
has been shared with us and the
police. To the best of our knowl-
edge, it happened Thursday
evening. There were many events
(happening) at the school. We do
not know for sure if it was a
Wilton student, but it is likely.”

Ms. Low said she is not aware
of any undercurrents of racism or
homophobia at the high school.

“This is a good time to talk
about whether this is a pattern. I
won’t say nothing has ever hap-
pened. I am really not aware of
anything recently, however.
We’re all concerned. If this is
more than a single incident, then
there’s more we need to do. I
want to know. I’m asking for
new suggestions,” she said.

Wilton High School has sever-
al student groups fighting against
intolerance on several levels,
including the Gay-Straight
Alliance and the Diversity Club,
founded by one of the ABC stu-
dents, senior Qui-Juan Jones. 

Community reacts
Senior Megan O’Branski, presi-
dent of the school’s Gay-Straight
Alliance, was directly affected
by the vandalism.

“It was my locker that was
vandalized. In response to what
happened, we were just shocked.
Something of this nature, you’d
just like to think this doesn’t hap-
pen anymore. It was completely
uncalled for. It was meant to gen-
erally offend people. It was just
disgusting,” she said.

“There are some pockets of
intolerance at the high school. As
president of the Gay-Straight

Alliance, I run into that a lot. I’ve
never seen anything racial
before; it usually has to do with
sexual orientation. Because it
was our bank of lockers, I’m
inclined to believe it wasn’t
directed at any one person. It’s a
display of complete immaturity. I
don’t think it represents the
school body. It’s immaturity and
ignorance that should be dealt
with. We walked into school on
Friday and we grabbed the deans
immediately and got them
involved. They were very under-
standing and supportive.”

Megan said police had not spo-
ken with her as of Tuesday after-
noon.

Sharon Dunn was unnerved by
the situation. She is the mother
of a senior who wasn’t directly
targeted.

“It’s still an unsettling situa-
tion. He is friends with all who
were affected,” she said.

Ms. Dunn met with Ms. Low
on Monday to talk about student
safety and the significance of the
incident.

“It is a bias or hate crime, and
I wanted to be sure the adminis-
tration was taking corrective
action in pursuing any leads as
well as assuring the school com-
munity the high school is a safe
environment to learn and partici-
pate in,” she said.

“This is probably the first inci-
dent I know of on school proper-
ty. Because this community, like
any other, has its own challenges,
we’re reflective of what the
world is like, so we’re not
exempted from the issues of the
world,” she said. 

“The key for me is that par-
ents, community leaders and
school administrators realize the
seriousness of the actions, and in
their own way send the message
that this is not tolerated. It’s not a
black and white issue, it’s an
issue for the community,” said
Ms. Dunn.

She said the kids she talked to
told her there was “no indica-
tion” something like this could
happen.

“On Saturday night, at the
YMCA, there was a dance. It
was the most diverse group of
teens I had seen in this town in
the 18 years my family has been
a part of this town. It went off
without any incident. It was fun
and everyone enjoyed it,” she
said.

“(School Resource Officer)
Scott Sear was there. We had
teachers who volunteered to
help. It was run by the ABC
group, their fund-raising group.
We had kids from as far as
Greenwich, Darien, New
Canaan, Guilford and
Ridgefield. There were close to
150 kids,” said Ms. Dunn.

“My point is that there was
absolutely no incident.

Everybody had fun. So when
something as serious as this hap-
pens in the schools, it’s very
unsettling. Because we know
99% of this community doesn’t
support this kind of activity,” she
said.

To many, this case of vandal-
ism and bias is an unfortunate
aberration. Others claim, howev-
er, there is a history of racial and
homophobic discrimination here
that is virtually ignored by
school and town officials. 

Diana Prince, a member of
Parents Against Hate Crimes,
said this incident is not isolated.
Her son, a fifth grade student at
Cider Mill, was pushed into mud
by another student last year and
called a “slave,” she said.

“Nothing was done by anyone
until I threatened to bring some
black leaders into town, like Al
Sharpton and the NAACP,” she
said. “We didn’t want anything
more than an apology from the
school or the school board. The
school thought it was just one
incident and it wasn’t a big deal.”

Ms. Prince and her group sent
a letter to The Bulletin this week
stating “high school officials
have failed to demonstrate clear
and decisive leadership in
response to the incidents.”

“We’re talking about young
adults here and I’m very con-
cerned,” said Ms. Prince. “The
school administrators did not sit
down with the ABC boys like
they claimed and that’s why we
came together to show them sup-
port and love. They just want to
get on with this. But the boys are
OK.”

Ms. Prince said she is close
with one of the ABC students, as
her family had hosted the student
one summer.

“We are giving the police
department time to investigate.
But we want federal involvement
because it’s a federal offense, a
felony,” she said.

Kevin Callahan, a paralegal
with the U.S. Department of
Justice in Washington, D.C., said
the vandal’s actions are a federal
offense and indicated his depart-
ment may pursue the matter.

Dr. Bill Cross, also a member
of Parents Against Hate Crimes,
reiterated the group’s concern
that school officials didn’t
respond appropriately to this lat-
est incident, but offered a differ-
ent perspective on how to deal
with the offenders. He and his
wife, Dawn, do not have any
children in the school system,
but are working for a more open
community.

“You have an example with
how well the high school han-
dled the bomb scare, but hesitat-
ed until the last minute with this.
We’re hoping that all parents can
step up and make this a more
positive experience. We want to

find out who the kids are and
reach out to them instead of pun-
ishing them,” he said.

Police Capt. Edward Kulhawik
said, “I know I can speak for the
police department and the people
who have worked here and lived
here that this is not very indica-
tive of what’s happening here.”

Board of Education member
Troy Ellen Dixon dismissed
accusations that proper actions
weren’t being taken by officials.

She said, “I think the school is
making its best effort to address
this incident. But the fact that
these incidents have occurred
and continue to occur makes it
essentially more than a school
issue.”

“We’re all diminished by this
sort of thing. This affects and
needs to be addressed by every-
one in our community and every-
one in our community will do so
in their own way. I want to make
the point that this is a communi-
ty issue. This time it was in the
schools, in the past it was some-
thing else,” said Ms. Dixon.

Andy Mais, a member of the
Board of Finance and director of
the Voluntary Action Center in
Norwalk, was originally critical
of the actions and intentions of
school administrators. 

However, as events unfolded
this week, he said on
Wednesday, “I’ve been encour-
aged by the start of an open dia-
log on the issue and by the will-
ingness of the school system in
general, and the high school in
particular, to not let this be busi-
ness as usual, but to dig beneath
the surface and acknowledge and
explore the roots of this problem.
I look forward to supporting the
Board of Education, the superin-
tendent, the entire school system,
hopefully the entire community,
as we work to make our schools
a safe, welcoming environment
for all our children.”

On Wednesday morning, Ms.
Low told The Bulletin important
steps were being taken by the
student body and administration
in dealing with what happened.

“As for the larger issue of
intolerant behavior at the high
school, I’m asking the students
to think about the question ‘Do
you think the event at the high
school is relatively rare occur-
rence or a fairly common pat-
tern?’ We want suggestions on
how we might address it.
Thursday, the students will spend
some time writing down respons-
es. We’ll be asking the Gay-
Straight Alliance and Student
Government to look at the
answers and analyze the results.
It will get a dialog going,” said
Ms. Low. 

In a letter sent to The Bulletin
on Wednesday, Superintendent
of Schools Dr. David Clune stat-
ed the district has a zero-toler-

ance policy towards hateful acts
and is inviting parents and stu-
dents to share any information or
concerns they have.

“I am surprised and saddened
that a hate crime occurred. I am
surprised and saddened that
some parents who have sincere
and deep concerns about how
their children have been treated,
have not shared those specific
concerns with me. As your
superintendent I need to know
the specific instances that have
caused these general concerns
about intolerance in our school
system,” he wrote.

Officials respond
Capt. Kulhawik said Wilton

Police responded immediately
upon hearing about the vandal-
ism.

A statement released by
Wilton Police on Friday said,
“Someone wrote the word ‘nig-
ger’ on the lockers belonging to
three students at the school. In
addition, other unlocked lockers
were entered and pictures locat-
ed in the lockers were damaged
with words written across them.
The words written across the
photos included ‘lesbian,’ ‘kike,’
and ‘nigger.’ If arrested, the sub-
ject responsible faces a charge of
Intimidation, based on bigotry or
bias, in violation of Public Act
00-72.”

In an interview, Capt.
Kulhawik said, “We’re trying to
look at anyone who might have
had a motive and try to develop a
suspect. We have no suspects as
of yet.”

A couple of detectives have
been added to these cases to help
Officer Sear investigate.

“This incident at the high
school is really a hateful crime
that does nothing but harass,
intimidate and threaten certain
individuals based solely on the
color of skin,” said Wilton Police
Chief Randolph Mineo. He said
the department will do every-
thing possible to investigate and
prosecute the individual or indi-
viduals responsible for these
acts.

Police received another report
of a locker or group of lockers
being vandalized with the word
“nigger” on Tuesday morning
after school started. They believe
it was done by a different indi-
vidual based on characteristics of
the writing. At press time, it was
unclear whose locker had been
vandalized.

“Our hope is they just did this
to get some media attention and
it is our hope that this crime is
not against any individual,” said
Capt. Kulhawik about the second
incident.

Police said the culprits would
be charged with a Class D felony,
the lowest degree of a felony,

that carries a maximum of five
years in prison.

Mr. Callahan, the U.S.
Department of Justice official,
said the vandal’s or vandals’
actions are a federal offense.
Intimidation on the basis of race
“would be a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by up to a year in prison,”
said Mr. Callahan. 

He added, “If it’s a conspiracy,
for example two or more people
working together, than the
charges are upgraded to a felony
punishable by up to 10 years in
prison.”

The FBI Uniform Crime
Report defines a hate crime or
bias crime as “a criminal offense
committed against a person,
property, or society which is
motivated, in whole or in part, by
the offender’s bias against a race,
religion, disability, sexual orien-
tation, or ethnicity/national ori-
gin.”

First Selectman Paul Hannah
said he was keeping abreast of
the events within the schools, but
isn’t aware of any longstanding
problems here. 

“I always have a lot of faith in
our school administrators and
their ability to handle things in a
proper manner. I’m very disap-
pointed that these slurs appeared.
It’s disappointing. I’d be happy
to talk anyone who feels there’s a
bigger problem and better under-
stand their point of view It’s not
anything that’s been brought to
my attention. We’re in a diverse
society. It sadly takes a long time
for things to change. If there’s
anything I can do to make the
situation better, I’d certainly be
happy to do it,” he said on
Tuesday.

Selectman Maria Napier was
shocked upon hearing of the
news: “It’s a horribly unfortunate
incident. I’m loathe to think it
still happens. It absolutely does
need addressing.” 

Ms. Napier said she did not
recall similar incidents while she
was a Board of Education mem-
ber from 1997-99.

“I don’t think the schools
ignore it. If they are aware of
other situations, I’m sure they’ve
dealt with it,” she said.

Ann McDonald of Lynlee
Lane, who taught at Our Lady of
Fatima School for 16 years, said,
“How horrid. I’m very surprised
and alarmed by it. In a place
that’s so privileged and educated,
it’s a shame. At Fatima, we took
pride that we could pre-empt this
sort of thing. We would spot it in
the playground and stop it in
time. It definitely goes on. But I
don’t imagine that it’s just
Wilton.”

Additional reporting by Ken
Mastro.
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The Voluntary Action Center of
Mid-Fairfield (VAC), a program of the
Human Services Council, has been
named an official certifying organiza-
tion for the President’s Volunteer
Service Award. VAC is now able to
track volunteer hours and distribute the
President’s Volunteer Service Award to
honor volunteers who meet the estab-
lished criteria.

“We applaud your commitment to
volunteer service and look forward to
assisting you to recognize volunteers
through this prestigious Presidential
recognition program,” the President’s
Volunteer Service Award Team told
VAC Director Andy Mais of Wilton.

The President’s Volunteer Service
Award is a presidential recognition
program for Americans of all ages who
contribute a significant amount of time
to volunteer service. The program rec-
ognizes individuals, families, and

groups that have achieved a certain
standard — measured by the number
of hours served over a 12-month peri-
od.

“This adds to the tools we have
available to promote volunteerism and
recognize volunteers for all they do,”
Mr. Mais said. “We look forward to
honoring those volunteers who give so
much of their time and talents to make
our community better.”

The President’s Volunteer Service
Award was created to recognize the
tens of millions of Americans who
have made a sustained commitment to
volunteer service. Given their ongoing
service activity, many local individu-
als, families, and groups may have
already met the requirements to earn
the President’s Volunteer Service
Award.

The award is issued at three levels
— gold, silver and bronze — with dif-

ferent requirements at each level.
Requirements are also customized for
kids, young adults, adults, families and
groups. There is also a special award,
the President’s Call to Service Award,
which goes to anyone completing
4,000 hours of volunteer service in a
lifetime.

To earn an award, individuals, fami-
lies and groups must keep a record of
volunteer activities and hours served.
This record of service may be kept as a
diary or calendar or may be tracked
online for free through the Voluntary
Action Center.

Individuals must submit their
records to VAC, which will review and
verify them and order and distribute
the award. To be recognized, service
activities should meet national or com-
munity needs in the areas of youth
achievement, parks and open spaces,
healthy communities, and public safe-

ty and emergency response.
Activities should be unpaid and may

not include court-ordered community
service. 

The President’s Council on Service
and Civic Participation created the
President’s Volunteer Service Award
program as a way to thank and honor
Americans who, by their demonstrated
commitment and example, inspire oth-
ers to engage in volunteer service.

Award recipients receive an official
President’s Volunteer Service Award
pin, a personalized certificate of
achievement, a note of congratulations
from President Bush, and a letter from
the president’s Council on Service and
Civic Participation.

Information: 849-1111,
Andrew.Mais@snet.net.

Area group can distribute presidential honor

A free program on
Alzheimer’s disease will be
offered Tuesday, Feb. 24, 10 to
11:30, at the Alzheimer’s
Association Connecticut chapter
office at 607 Main Avenue in
Norwalk. The program, called
Alzheimer’s 101, will include an
overview of the disease, getting
a diagnosis, caregiving issues,
family challenges, and finding
local resources. There will be an
opportunity to ask questions.

Space is limited. To register,
call 203-845-0010 and ask for
Michelle or Janet.

An overview
of Alzheimer’s
on Feb. 24


